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According to a recent report by the Nicaragua Network, the US Agency for International
Development (AID) has spent $6 million to replace textbooks used in public schools that were
developed under the former Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) government. The
texts were ordered burned by the Education Minister Humberto Belli, formerly connected to the
conservative US-based Puebla Institute. The new "depoliticized" civics textbooks begin with the
"Ten Commandments of God's Law"; refer to divorce as a "disgrace" and to abortion as murder;
and, include lessons such as, "Don't slurp your soup." Augusto Sandino and Carlos Fonseca are not
included in the chapter on national heroes. Catholicism is defined in the geography textbook as the
world's dominant religion, "based on the preaching of Our Lord Jesus Christ." The world history
text asserts that all US interventions were to carried out to bring "peace and stability" to respective
countries. Finally, the science textbooks contain so many errors that some teachers are refusing to
use them. [Basic data from 03/25/91 report by Nicaragua Network (Washington, DC)]
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